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Dear friends,  

On September 29 I announced to the gathered congregation that I will retire from full time 
ministry effective December 31 of the year.   This is a bittersweet time for me since I love 
being a pastor, I love being your pastor. I plan to continue in prison and reentry ministry as 
well as preach occasionally at other churches.  Bob and I look forward to spending time with 
our children and grandchildren, most of who are out of state, and travelling at our leisure.  We 
will sorely miss being a part of your lives.    

The WUMC Leadership Development team is in contact with the District Superintendent who 
is working to ensure the right pastor is in place by June 30, 2020.  In the meantime it is likely 
an interim pastor will be appointed to care for the essential aspects of the church.  You, the lay 
people, will take care of much of the day to day activities and Music Director Jeanne Hicks will 
make sure worship is vibrant and holy. Caleb will continue to be a part of Whitehall, 
developing ministry among Hispanic neighbors and attending seminary.   

My last Sunday in the pulpit will be December 29 and plans are underway to celebrate my 
retirement and ministry at the Community Dinner already scheduled for that evening.  You will 
hear more about this as the time gets closer. I ask that you please be in prayer these last 
months of the year.  Pray that we will all see God’s hand at work among us through the 
outreach and worship of the congregation.  Pray that you will be equipped and encouraged as 
you move into a new phase of ministry in Whitehall.  Pray for the bishop and district 
superintendent as they make important decisions about Whitehall and many other churches 
needing pastors this coming year.  Pray for Bob and me as we start a new chapter in our lives.  

Know that God knows the plans he has for you to be a vital congregation in Whitehall, Ohio. 
Trust that Jesus will be with you. Rely on the Holy Spirit to guide and comfort you. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Kathi     

     November Worship 

 November 3   All Saints Day with Communion      
     Ephesians 1: 11-23  Luke 6: 20-31  
 November  10   God First            
     Haggai 1: 5b-2:9      2 Thessalonians 2: 1-5, 13-17
 November    17  Keep on Keepin’ on          
     Isaiah 65: 17-25  2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13 
 November 24  Thanks Be to God!        
     Colossians 1: 11-20 



Mrs. Tessa Hilderbrand continues to be available to care for children 4 years and younger 
during the worship service.  There is always a need of volunteers to help. 
The choir rehearses at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings.  You are welcome to join any time.  
Junior Church is well into their study of Joseph of the Old Testament.  Children age 5 through 
5th grade begin in the sanctuary for regular worship and leave for Jr. Church after the Time for 
Children.   
Breakfast News: We have been serving Sunday morning breakfast over the last couple of year.  
The reasons we began serving breakfast have changed over time.  Bob and I have decided to 
wind down the breakfast program.  During the month of November we will begin transitioning 
to a basic menu with the last breakfast served November 24th.   Thank you to all who have 
volunteered their time and service over the past couple of years to prepare the meal and to 
clean the kitchen and Fellowship Hall.   
  As the Leadership Team and Trustees begin to plan what lies ahead for the congregation 
in 2019 and beyond, please feel free to share your interests and ideas.  We each serve in our 
own ways and together we do great things. 

Extravagant Generosity 
 
This month you have the opportunity to make a commitment to the ministry of Whitehall 
United Methodist Church with your time, talent and treasure.  Enclosed is a commitment to 
ministry form you may complete and return to the church by    November 17 when we will 
receive them during the worship service.   I encourage you to spend some time in prayer and 
consideration about your priorities and how your life reflects your values.  This should give you 
an idea of how you want to spend your time, your talents and gifts, and your money. The 
commitment form is not legally binding but it is a way for you to set aside what you feel called 
to give. The information helps the various ministry teams know who and what they can count 
on as they plan for the year. 

Leadership Development 

Please plan to attend the Annual Church Conference Sunday afternoon, November10   
at 3 pm.  This year we will on other eastside churches at Bexley UMC.  

 Thank you for responding to the Leadership Development team about the various ways 
you can serve in ministry this coming year.  We are pleased that so many are willing to serve 
the church and community. 

It is not too late to financially support Caleb’s seminary education. If you are interested 
in supporting his education financially please speak to Steve Pekula or Pastor Kathi.   

 

Mission and Outreach 

The city of Whitehall is again organizing a gift drive for needy children in the 
community.  We have supported this project in the past and have been invited to 
care for 11 children this year.  The information on each child and the logistics for          

shopping and delivering the gifts will be available in the narthex early this month.   



Fellowship  

The annual Harvest dinner will be on Sunday, November 10 at 5:30 pm. Turkey, ham, potatoes, 

noodles, stuffing, gravy, rolls, and drinks will be provided. Please bring a side dish to share If 

your last name begins with:  A-G---please bring a Vegetable;  H-Q---please bring a Dessert;       

R-Z---please bring a Salad.        Hope to see you all there!                                                                                                            

Questions?   Talk with Kathy Wilson                 614-239-7405 

Discipleship and Nurture 

Bible Study still meets on Wednesday mornings at 10:15 am.   In November we will study 
lectionary readings. Materials are free and available on Wednesday and Sunday mornings.  
They can be emailed if you prefer.  On November 28 we begin the Advent study for this year:  
Almost Christmas, A Wesleyan Advent Experience. Books are available in the narthex on 
Sunday morning and on Wednesday morning.   This is a great time to gather with others to 
explore God’s Word and how it can impact our lives. Coffee and tea along with discussion and 
supportive fellowship make for a rich morning.   
 
Calling all men:  Are you interested in meeting once a month with one another for coffee, 
conversation, companionship and community service?  If so, talk with Jack Long. Jack is looking 
to start a Men’s Group at WUMC.  He has in mind a group with practical and spiritual 
dimensions open to helping all men feel welcome and useful at church and in the community.  
Jack can be reached at 614-537-4389. 
 
The Adult Sunday school class will resume on November 17.  Charlotte Orr will be the new 
leader.  We will continue to use the same materials as we get organized. 
 
Currently there are 4 youth preparing to be confirmed in December.  Please keep them in your 
prayers as they learn about the Christian faith, the Church and their personal response to 
God’s call.  They meet with Pastor Kathi and others on Sundays after church.  If you would like 
to provide lunch one week let Pastor Kathi know.   

 

Important date this month          Community Dinner     November 24, 4:30-6 pm 

 



Trustees 

This fall the trustees have been focusing their attention on the sound system in the sanctuary. 
Old and worn out parts are being replaced with new mikes, cords and a sound board. Thanks 
to a generous donation there is now a tv facing the choir so they can see the power point 
slides during the worship service.  

Parish News 

         Cleaning team    Date 

   

  2   Nov. 4    

  3   Nov. 11 

  4           Nov. 18 

               1            Nov. 25 

 

 

Happy Birthday     Happy Anniversary     

      

Tom Kennedy          November 20     Nancy & Ward Sager    November 12        

Don Thomas            November 25     Sharon & Bob Eudy            November 21   

Andrew Klein           November  25         

Gabi Dueta              November 27       

Carol Corcoran        November 28 

 

Congratulations to Madison Pharo on her marriage to Dan Blevins on October 12 and 

to Michael McCann who married Brittany Black on October 19. Madison is the 

granddaughter of Pam Wilson and Michael is the son of Jan Pekula.  

 

Our sympathies go out to the family and friends on the deaths of Alice Salyer on 

October 4, Janet Harmon on October 10 and Lois Klein on October 26. 

 

Please keep in your prayers . . .  Jim Ayres, John Layman, Darlene Schick, Jane Beals 

and Eloise Radford who are unable to make it to church.   Christine Renee Waddell, 

Bruce Gischel and Virginia Kocher are undergoing treatment for cancer. Tom Kennedy 

is doing rehab following a stroke. Barbara Dodson is now in an extended care facility.   


