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Dear friends,  

As I plan the last weeks of worship and bible study, I am reminded of the words of the 

Psalmist, “Great is your faithfulness, O God.  Your steadfast love endures forever.” I have 

experienced the faithful love of God in this place and through the people of  this congregation.  

Together we have learned and loved, struggled some, and have made a difference in the community 

in God’s name.  We have shared Christ’s love in old and new ways and welcomed folks from many 

backgrounds into this faithful family.  I expect you will continue to extend the footprint of Christ as you 

move into a new chapter of ministry.  

The Leadership Development team is in contact with the District Superintendent who is 

working to ensure the right pastor is in place by June 30, 2020.  In the meantime it is likely an interim 

pastor will be appointed to care for the essential aspects of the church.  You, the lay people, will take 

care of much of the day to day activities and Music Director Jeanne Hicks will make sure worship is 

vibrant and holy. Caleb will continue to be a part of Whitehall, developing ministry among Hispanic 

neighbors and attending seminary.  Remember your mission: to share the love of Jesus Christ with 

our neighbors through grace-filled hospitality and Spirit-led service, supported by prayer and study. 

My last Sunday in the pulpit will be December 29.  After the worship service there will be a time 

for greeting and goodbyes.  You are invited to a reception scheduled for 3 o’clock in the afternoon, in 

the narthex, prior to the regular Community Dinner.    

 

Please know  you will always be in my heart.  In Christ’s love,   Pastor Kathi   

  

      

December Worship 

December 8 An Already Hope    I Peter 1: 3-5, 13  Isaiah 11: 1-10   

 Following worship we will enjoy cookies and punch while we sign 
Christmas cards to be delivered to individuals in the Ohio Prison 
system.   

 December 15 An Already Love Luke 1: 26-45 Isaiah 40: 1 -5     
    Confirmation followed by Fellowship Time 

 December 22 An Already Joy Psalm 30: 1-5, 11-12 Matthew 1: 18- 25  

 December 24 Christmas Eve A relaxed service at 5 pm.      
    Isaiah 9: 2-8  Luke 2    

 December 29 God’s People Pastor Kathi’s last Sunday    
    1 Peter 2  John 1       
    Fellowship Time after worship                         



Sunday morning 

Mrs. Tessa Hilderbrand continues to care for children 4 years and younger during the worship 
service.  There is always a need of volunteers to help. There will be no nursery on Christmas  
Eve – children are welcome to be a part of the worship service. 

Adult and children’s Sunday school is at 9:30 am in the lounge and the children’s hall. 

The choir rehearses at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings.  You are welcome to join any time.  
 
Junior Church is well into their study of Joseph of the Old Testament.  Children age 5 through 
5th grade begin in the sanctuary for regular worship and leave for Jr. Church after the Time for 
Children.   

Extravagant Generosity 
Thank you for your commitment to ministry as expressed through time, talent and treasure.  
Please continue your generous support of Whitehall United Methodist Church as we transition 
pastors.   

Leadership Development 

Thank you for responding to the Leadership Development team about the various ways 
you can serve in ministry this coming year.  We are pleased that so many are willing to serve 
the church and community.  As the Leadership Team and Unified Board begin to plan what lies 
ahead for the congregation in 2019 and beyond, please feel free to share your interests and 
ideas.  We each serve in our own ways and together we do great things. 

 
Hispanic Ministry 

Caleb has been busy developing relationships with individuals and families in the 
Whitehall area.  Currently there are two house groups meeting for Bible Study each week.  
This is a great start to the ministry.    Caleb is enrolled for winter classes at Asbury Seminary.  
You are welcome to support his education and ministry with financial donations.  Please speak 
with Caleb or treasurer Steve Pekula if you are interested.  

 

Mission and Outreach  

Thank you for your generous response to the Whitehall City Kids’ Christmas.  Gifts 
should be in the church office by Wednesday, December 4.  

 
On December 8 we will gather and sign Christmas cards for brothers and sisters in 

Ohio prisons.  
 

Don’t forget the Blood Drive on December 26 and the Community Dinner on December 29. 

 

 



Discipleship and Nurture 

Bible Study still meets on Wednesday mornings at 10:15 am.  An additional study takes place on 
Tuesday evening at 7 pm in the lounge the first 3 weeks of December.  Both groups are using Almost 
Christmas, A Wesleyan Advent Experience.  
 
Calling all men:  Jack Long would like to start a Men’s Group at WUMC.  He has in mind a group 
with practical and spiritual dimensions open to helping all men feel welcome and useful at church and 
in the community.  Jack can be reached at 614-537-4389.  The first meeting will be Saturday, 
December 7 at 9 am in fellowship hall. 
 
The Adult Sunday school class meets in the lounge at 9:30.  Charlotte Orr is the new leader.   
 
Pray for our confirmands:  Ben Maleszewski, Dakota Maleszewski, Lucas Maleszewski and Jade 
Waddell. 
 

The Grief Recovery Method is coming to Whitehall.  An 8 week program for moving beyond death, 

divorce and other losses begins with a trained facilitator on Tuesday, January 7 at 6:30 pm. in the 

lounge.  Please contact Diane Thomas (614-209-1534) or facilitator Melinda Reames (614-634-2738) 

for more information and to enroll.   

Parish News 

         Cleaning team               Date 

   2   December 2    

  3   December 9 

  4           December 16 

   1            December 23 

       2    December 30 

Happy Birthday 

Steve Pekula           Dec.  1   Michael McCann  Dec.  12             
John Layman  Dec. 4   Ginny Kocher  Dec. 21 
Tristan Cortes Dec. 5    Jim Pritchard  Dec. 26 
Rich Kocher    Dec. 8    John Dodson  Dec. 26 
Ann Leach   Dec. 9   Carl Klein   Dec. 28 
Charlie Wolford  Dec. 12   Kathi Herington            Dec. 29 
 
 Happy Anniversary to Jim and Waveline Pritchard on December 26. 

Please keep in your prayers . . .  Jim Ayres, John Layman, Darlene Schick, Jane Beals and Eloise 

Radford who are unable to make it to church.   Christine Renee Waddell, Bruce Gischel and Virginia 

Kocher are undergoing treatment for cancer. Tom Kennedy is doing rehab following a stroke. Barbara 

Dodson is in an extended care facility.   


